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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE                                                                                              
MEETING MINUTES  

                       May 3, 2021 

 
City Hall Council Chambers * 290 North 100 West Logan, UT 84321 * www.loganutah.org 

 

The meeting of the Logan City Historic Preservation Committee convened in regular session on 
Monday, May 3, 2021.  Chairman Wilson called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 

Committee Members Present: Bronwyn O’Hara, Christian Wilson, Joe Needham, Jennifer Duncan, 
Amy Hochberg, Jason Pond, Gary Olsen 
 

Committee Members Excused:   
 

Staff Members Present: Holly Daines, Mike DeSimone, Russ Holley, Ben Anderson, Aaron Smith, 
Kirk Jensen, Tanya Rice, Amanda Hovey, Senait Anbesse 
 
New members Joe Needham, Jennifer Duncan, and Jason Pond were sworn in by Teresa Harris, 
Logan City Recorder. 
 

Minutes as written and recorded from the April 19, 2021 meeting were reviewed. B. O’Hara moved 
that the minutes be approved as submitted. A. Hochberg seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved. 

 
STAFF: R. Holley reviewed the historical significance of the Thatcher Mill and the current mill ruins. 
The eight standards for demolition were then discussed. R. Holley presented Millcreek Phase II, a 
five-story, 72 unit residential housing project, which includes a historic plaza memorializing the 
history of the Thatcher Mill, structured parking, enhanced sidewalks that connect into the trail 
network, and a non-consumptive water feature along 100 South. The project also included 
diverting the canal north of the project into the historic north branch of the Logan River.  R Holley 
mentioned that the majority of the comments that were submitted were concerned about the 
rerouting of the canal and potential impacts to downstream water users. R. Holley stressed that 
downstream water users will continue to have their water rights and receive the same amount of 
water as required by State Law.  

 
B. O’Hara asked about 8 ft sidewalk and trails. R. Holley explained that the sidewalk will be 
connected to the Center Block Walkway, Garf Garden Trail, and the multi-use trail to the south.  
 
J. Duncan asked if the open channel will be visible to the public. R. Holley confirmed that the canal 
behind the residential project will be visible from 100 West.  
 
G. Olsen asked about the elevation changing and how the people downstream are going to get 
access to water. R. Holley explained that the rerouting will not change the volume of the water or 
the rights of anyone downstream.   

HPC 21-008 Millcreek Phase II/Thatcher Mill Ruin (Certificate of Appropriateness) BBI Land 
LLC/Mountain States Property Management, owner/authorized agent request demolition of 
Thatcher Mill ruins located at 74 W 100 S in the Town Center One (TC-1 HD) zone; TIN 02-
046-0014. 
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PROPONENT:  Paul Willey, went over the history of this plan for this parcel. He originally tried to 
rebuild or restore the ruins in a functional way, but it wasn’t possible. He revised the plan a few 
times with the input of Logan City Staff. He stated that having a property that has been deemed 
unusable has been a hardship and after much consideration, this proposal is the best solution he 
has found that memorializes the history and is still accessible to the public.   
 
G. Olsen asked if the canal company permitted this. Paul Willey said he has met with the canal 
company twice and they gave him conditions.  
The engineer has drafted a plan that complies with those conditions. G. Olsen requested the list of 
conditions.  
 
C. Wilson asked Steve Earl more about the canal.  Steve Earl, project engineer, said that the water 
will be responsibly redistributed, the decorative stream would be controlled by a separate headgate 
and there will be a separate pipe that runs underground to feed the downstream shareholders. 
There will be no diminishment of water.  
 
G. Olsen stated that there should be no expense to the shareholders of the water rights. 
 
C. Wilson asked when the changes would take place? Steve confirmed it would be in the winter.   
 
G. Olsen requested a signed release for the plan from the canal company and to make it a 
condition of the approval.  
 
M. Desimone explained the role of the committee and the conditions of approval.  
 
J. Pond asked if the pipe redirecting the water was underground and if the property owners 
downstream would be affected. Steve assured it was deep underground and that it will not be 
negatively impacting downstream property owners.  
 
M. Desimone reminded the Commission before opening to the public that the Commission has no 
purview over water distribution.  
 
PUBLIC: Gary Saxton, Logan Downtown Alliance, stated he is in support of phase 2, and that he 
recommends approval for demolition.  
 
Mayor Daines discussed how the city partnered with the proponent to evaluate options for the 
parcel. They split the cost of $12,000 for a landscape architect to look at the parcel. It was 
determined that the existing ruins were not solid, and the landscape architect said that it wasn’t 
safe to restore. It was estimated that it would cost $500,000 to restore the ruins.  Mayor Daines 
stated that the current plans are congruent with the City’s downtown revitalization plan and she 
recommended the Commission approve the demolition.  
 
Dixon Thomson had no objections to the demolition but does object to redirecting the canal. He 
believes that this project can be built, and the canal can remain where it is currently. He stated his 
concern that a flood would put him out of business permanently, so he proposes covering up the 
canal.  
 
Clyde Baugh referenced a book about the Thatcher Mill and its historical significance in American 
history. He would like to preserve and rebuild the structure. B. O’Hara asked for clarification if he 
would like to restore the turbine. Mr. Baugh responded that it could be a good tourist attraction.  
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Nancy Hislop asked if they are going to cover the canal because her guests like to fish. Mike 
Desimone stated the canal will not be covered. Joe Needham confirmed that statement.  
 
John Swanson asked if the gas station leaking tanks from the old Grizz Station have been 
removed. Mr. Willey confirmed that the tanks had been removed long ago. John asked how the 
demolition will affect the water. C. Wilson restated everything will be the same as before.  
 

COMMITTEE:  G. Olsen agrees with the demolition but reiterated his request for a clause for water 
rights. J. Pond would like to take the ruins down. A. Hochberg asking about façade looking very 
modern for the historic district. C. Wilson interjected that he would like to move this property from 
the historic district. M. Desimone stated that would be a separate action. J. Duncan is happy with 
the proposal. J. Needham spoke on the significance of the ruins but agrees that they are a hazard 
and need to be demolished. B. O’Hara appreciated the architectural updates and approves the 
demolition.  
 
MOTION: Joe Needham moved that the Historic Preservation Committee conditionally approve a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for HPC 21-008 as presented with the conditions for approval as 
listed below.  Gary Olsen seconded the motion. 
 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
1. Any representations by the proponent at the Historic Preservation Committee hearing that is 

approved shall be incorporated into the final action as conditions of approval and recorded on 
the Certificate of Appropriateness. 

2. The Historic Preservation Committee approves the demolition request based on the review and 
analysis of the eight demolition standards.  

3. The proponent shall build the plaza, water feature and interpretive monument wall on-site as 
submitted.  

4. The historic signage and images proposed for the plaza and wall shall be reviewed and approved 
by the HPC Chair and City Staff prior to installation.  

5. The proponent is responsible to ensure that any demolition is appropriately permitted and 
inspected by the Building Safety Division through timely scheduled inspections. 

6. The proponent shall provide a Historic Record Report to the Community Development 
Department that encompasses the project site. 

7. Failure to comply with any conditions of approval shall void the permit and require a new Historic 
Preservation Committee hearing.  

 

FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL 
1. The project complies with all requirements imposed by Title 17 of the Logan Municipal Code. 
2. The project meets the eight criteria or standards for demolition listed in the Historic District Design 

Standards.  
3. The project meets the stated goals for development in the Logan Downtown Specific Plan.  
4. The legal and public noticing procedures were followed and the project process, including the 

public hearing and public meeting complies with code standards.  
 
 

Moved: J. Needham                Seconded: G. Olsen                     Passed: 6-0 
 
 
Yea: Needham, Olsen, Pond, Duncan, O’Hara, Hochberg  Nay:  Abstain: 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 
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Minutes approved as written for the Logan City Historic Preservation Committee meeting 
held on May 3, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Michael A. DeSimone     David Lewis 
Community Development Director   Historic Preservation Committee Chairman 
 
 
 
___________________________________   
Senait Anbesse        
Secretary III 
 
 
 


